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#1 The Book of Hebrews

The book of Hebrews is a crucial book that helps us grasp
who Jesus truly is.

The Gospels tell us how He was born, how He lived, how
He died, and how He rose again. Hebrews, however, is
somewhat different. While it also focuses on who Jesus is,
the author of Hebrews places greater emphasis not on the
specific details of how Jesus lived or the particular words
He spoke, but on exploring the theological significance of
His person and His work.

In other words, through the Gospels we learn about the life
Jesus lived on earth, and through Hebrews we come to
understand the deeper meaning of who He is and what He
has done for us. Both are essential, and together they help
us see Christ more fully and clearly.




#2 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2

In Hebrews chapter 2, the author points out some purposes
behind Jesus' coming in the flesh.

1. To Taste Death for Everyone

“But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels
for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor
because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he
might taste death for everyone.” (Heb 2:9)

Here, Jesus being made lower than the angels refers to the
incarnation of Jesus. Jesus was God far above all the angels
but He was made lower than them by becoming human. And
there was a reason for this. By taking the form of a human
body, He was able to taste death for everyone.

The most important reason for the incarnation of Jesus was
to experience death on behalf of all people. The Spirit
cannot bleed or die. Therefore, Jesus became a human
being in the flesh primarily so that He could suffer, shed
His blood, and die. And the reason Jesus had to experience
death on the cross was that He took upon Himself our sins.
The wages of sin is death, and so Jesus endured death on
the cross in our place, because of our sins.



#3 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2
2. To Break the Power of Death and Satan

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in
their humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of death - that is, the
devil” (Heb 2:14)

When the author of Hebrews talked about Jesus' death in
verse 9, he intentionally used the verb ‘taste.” The Greek
verb used here is yeOopual (geuomai), which literally means
“to taste” or “to sample.”

When we say we “taste” something, it doesn’t mean we
experience it fully, but rather that we experience a part of it
or get a glimpse of it. So why does the author of Hebrews
use the term “taste” to describe Jesus death?

It is important to note that the author is not suggesting
that Jesus' death was somehow incomplete or less real than
our own experience of death. Jesus truly and fully died on
the cross.

Yet the author of Hebrews still describes Jesus as having
“tasted” death—not because His death was incomplete, but
because He overcame death and was raised to life again.



#4 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2
2. To Break the Power of Death and Satan

The word “taste” is not something we normally associate
with death. Death is not something we can taste like food.
This is because death possesses absolute power.

But verse 9 says that Jesus only tasted death, which means
that death couldn’t completely control or exercise its
absolute power over Him. For everyone in the world, death
is the last stop of their lives without exception. But Jesus’
death ultimately resulted in glorious victory because He
overcame death by being resurrected.

As Paul said, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O
death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1Co 15:55-57)

The fact that death was defeated and its authority was
destroyed by Jesus’ resurrection is good news to us. Now,
we know that our physical death is not the end, but only the
start of a new, eternal life. Jesus was raised from death to
life so that we, who believe in Him, can also have eternal
life in Him after this life on earth.



#5 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2
3. To Free Us from Death

In this way, Jesus delivered us from the authority of both
Satan and death.

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in
their humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of death... and free those who all their lives were
held in slavery by their fear of death.” (Heb 2:14-15)

Before we believed in Jesus, we were sinners heading
towards eternal death. We were slaves to sin and Satan who
captured us and controlled our lives with his powerful
weapon, death.

But, the good news is that by becoming human, tasting
death, and being resurrected from the dead, Jesus defeated
all our enemies and has set us free from the reign of sin,
the fear of death, and Satan.

Now, we don’t have to be afraid of death anymore because
it was already defeated. That's the true freedom and joy we
find in Jesus. To give us this true peace—peace that goes
beyond all circumstances and even death—]Jesus became
human and tasted death on our behalf.



#6 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2
4. To Make Atonement for the Sins of the People
The fourth reason that Jesus became human was to make
atonement for our sins.

“For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human
in every way, in order that--- he might make atonement for
the sins of the people.” (Heb 2:17)

In the Old Testament we can find an important principle
God set about the forgiveness of sins. “For the life of the
flesh is in the blood--- it is the blood that makes atonement
by the life.” (Lev 17:11)

According to this principle, God established a way for
people to make atonement for their sins.

They were to lay their hands on
unblemished animals and sacrifice
them, transferring their sins to the
animals. The blood of these animals F@\
would make atonement for their sins, Lo e




#'[ The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2
4. To Make Atonement for the Sins of the People

The animal sacrifice exactly represents what Jesus would
do to atone for all our sins.

Since a spirit can’t die, Jesus became a human being to take
our sins in His body and shed His precious blood to pay the
ransom for our sins.

Before being caught by soldiers, Jesus said to His disciples,
“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Mt 26:28)

That's the foremost reason for the incarnation of Jesus—to
shed His blood and suffer death for us. He gave up His life
to give us life. And that’s the reason true salvation is only
found in the name of Jesus because He is the only One who
came as a sacrifice of atonement for our sins.



#8 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2

5. To Help Us
Another reason that Jesus became a human was to
understand us by becoming like us.

“Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.” (Heb 2:18)

In the world, we encounter many difficulties and all kinds
of suffering that make us frustrated. We're also exposed to
many temptations that make us lose sight of God.

And as weak human beings, we don't have the power
within us to overcome these trials and temptations.

In that sense, Jesus is the perfect helper. He can perfectly

understand our difficulties, emotions, situations, and
everything not only because He is God who knows
everything but also because He Himself experienced all of
them as a human.
If there had been no incarnation of Jesus, we would have
claimed that God can't truly understand us because He is
God who is essentially different from us. But the Bible says
that God can really understand us and help us because He
was also tempted in every way just like us as a human.




#9 The Purposes of Jesus’ Incarnation in Hebrews 2
5. To Help Us

So whenever we become weary and frustrated because of
our situations and temptations, we are to remember and
proclaim that Jesus is not far from us but right here with us.
He understands us and helps us in our times of need.

“We do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin. Let
us then approach God's throne of grace with confidence, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need.” (Heb 4:15-16)




Memory Verses

“But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels
for a little while... so that by the grace of God he might
taste death for everyone.” (Heb 2:9) (1)

“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in
their humanity so that by his death he might break the
power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the
devil—and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by their fear of death.” (Heb 2:14-15) (3)

“For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human
in every way, in order that--- he might make atonement for
the sins of the people.” (Heb 2:17) (1)

“Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is
able to help those who are being tempted.” (Heb 2:18) (1)

“We do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are - yet he did not sin. Let
us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our
time of need.” (Heb 4:15-16) (3)




Reflection Questions

1. Hebrews 2 speaks of five purposes for Jesus incarnation.
What are they? Which one resonates most with you, and
why?

2. What does it mean that Jesus “tasted death”? By tasting
death, what did He accomplish, and what blessing does this
bring to us? How have you experienced this blessing in
your own life?

3. How did Jesus atone for our sins? Why were His
suffering, shedding of blood, and death on the cross
essential for that atonement? How is this connected to His
incarnation?

4. Because Jesus became fully human and experienced the
same struggles and temptations as we do, He can fully
understand and help us. How does this truth draw you to
Him in your own life?



