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 How to Live Good#1
  What preparation do we need to become the people of

God who are zealous for good works, according to the

purpose for which He saved us?

1. Good Works Depend on Our Relationship with the Good

God

 Worldly philosophies, secular studies, and other religions

often speak of "human potential." They believe that

through education, experience, asceticism, or various

religious practices, a person can become a better being.

 However, this optimism was shattered by the most horrific

events in human history: World War I and World War II.  In

particular, the Holocaust—the massacre of the Jews by the

Nazis—clearly demonstrated that human education and

intellect could never restrain human evil. 



 How to Live Good#2
 The Bible tells us that because of sin, humans became not
just "slightly flawed" beings, but "totally depraved" beings. 
 "What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage?
Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is
written: 'There is no one righteous, not even one; there is
no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God.
All have turned away, they have together become
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.'"
(Romans 3:9-12)
 This was our state when we were "under" sin. No one seeks
God, and no one does good. These two states are, in
essence, fundamentally connected.
 The Bible testifies that God alone is uniquely good. Jesus
said, “No one is good—except God alone." (Luke 18:19)
 When we say God is uniquely good, it means He is not just
a 'good being,' but Goodness itself. It also means that God is
the absolute standard of good and evil. 



 How to Live Good#3
 In fact, we all have a sense of what is "good." Even without

being taught, we have an innate ability to distinguish

between good and evil.

 Where does our sense of "good" come from? The Bible

finds the answer in the "Image of God." Because humans

are created in the image of God, we inherently possess the

ability to distinguish between good and evil. 

 The reason a human being has value simply for being

human is that we are created in the image of God. Our

value is stamped on us by God. He’s the Creator, and He’s

the one who decided how precious we are. 

 It's the same with our morals. The reason we have this

inner GPS for right and wrong—something animals just

don't have—is because we are created in the image of God. 

 Therefore, that very thing we feel when we look at

ourselves and others—that sense of human dignity and

morality—is a powerful clue, that supports the truth that

the good God exists and that we are His creations, made in

His very image.



The Damage to the Image of God through Sin#4
 Then why is the world we live in more overflowing with
evil deeds than good ones? 
 The Bible explains this through "The Fall." When God
entrusted the world to Adam and Eve, He gave them a
single boundary: “Do not eat from the tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil" (Genesis 2:16-17).
 Why was it Forbidden? While "knowing good and evil"
sounds positive, in this context, it signifies a tragic shift. It
means humans leaving God’s standard to become the
masters of defining "good and evil" for themselves. 
My Standard vs. God’s Standard 
 Eating the fruit was "evil" simply because God defined it as
such. Even if the fruit looked beneficial or "good" to human
eyes, choosing one’s own judgment over God’s word is the
very definition of sin. 
 By not eating the fruit, Adam and Eve were confessing that
God is the ultimate standard. True goodness is not found in
our own discernment, but in prioritizing God’s will in every
decision. We live most fully when we stop trying to be the
judge and start living according to God’s standard.



The Damage to the Image of God through Sin#5
The Modern Reality: Conflicting Standards 

Today, the world overflows with evil because everyone has

a different standard of "good." For example, an issue like

abortion is "evil" to some but "good" to others. When we

seek the standard of goodness in ourselves rather than in

God, the result is inevitable confusion, conflict, and a lost

sense of true morality.

The Human Dilemma: Inability to do Good 

As Romans 3:10-12 states, "there is no one who does good."

Because we have discarded God’s standard, we no longer

truly know what is good, nor do we have the power to

perform it. Doing "good works" is impossible for fallen

humans because we lack both the correct map (standard)

and the engine (power) to get there.

The Key: Relationship, Not Effort 

 How can we live a truly good life as God intended? The

answer lies entirely in our relationship with God, not in our

own willpower. We must first admit that we are incapable of

defining or achieving goodness on our own.



Live a Good Life#6
 God as the Source of Standard and Power

 God is the only One who is the true standard of "Good" and

the only One who can provide the power to perform it. To

live a good life, we must align ourselves with His standards

and rely on His strength rather than our own self-

discipline.

 Goodness as "Fruit," Not "Work"

 A good life is not a forced result of human effort or

training; it is a fruit that naturally flows from a right

relationship with God. It is the byproduct of being

connected to the Source of goodness.

 Final Call: Run to God 

 Therefore, the most important step toward a good life is to

run to God and cling to Him. Our focus should not be on

"trying to be good," but on "staying close to God," which

allows us to fulfill His purpose and live according to His

saving will.



Memory Verses
"There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one

who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have

turned away, they have together become worthless; there is

no one who does good, not even one.'" (Romans 3:9-12) (2)

“No one is good—except God alone." (Luke 18:19) (1)

 

"You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good

and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die."

(Genesis 2:17) (1)

"When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good

for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for

gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. Then the eyes of

both of them were opened, and they realized they were

naked" (Gen. 3:6-7) (2)



Reflection Questions

1. Do you believe you have the ability to distinguish

between "good" and "evil"? Where do you think this ability

comes from? How does the fact that everyone possesses an

innate ability to recognize different "degrees" of good and

evil provide a clue about the existence of God? What kind

of explanation does evolutionary theory provide regarding

this?

2.  While everyone has the ability to distinguish between

good and evil, the "standards" of what is considered good or

evil differ for everyone. Why do you think people have

such "different standards" regarding good and evil? In your

opinion, what kind of standard is closest to "true

goodness"?

3.  The Bible states that the reason God gave us grace and

saved us is to make us His own people who are "zealous for

good works." What do you think these "good works" are?

Are you currently zealous for good works? How do you

think you can live a good life according to the purpose for

which God saved you?


