
The New Creation

(1)

2 Corinthians 5:17



The New Creation#1
  There are many ways to define who a Christian is, but,
among them, one of the words that best describes who a
Christian truly is may be a new creation. 
 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor 5:17)
 This means that through Christ we have become entirely
new—no longer who we once were, but transformed into
something altogether different. So why does being in Christ
make us a new creation? 



  After stating that we have become a new creation in

Christ, the apostle Paul continues:

 "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God

was reconciling the world to himself in Christ..." (2 Cor

5:18-19)

 Here, Paul tells us that God has reconciled us to Himself

through Christ. This implies that previously, we were

separated from God. But what caused this separation? The

Bible tells us it is sin.

 "But your iniquities have separated you from your God;

your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not

hear." (Isa 59:2)

The Reconciliation Work of Christ#2



 The essence of sin is refusing to acknowledge God as

Creator, and therefore as the rightful King and Lord of our

lives.

 Sin is the unwillingness to have God in our hearts and

removing Him from His throne and placing ourselves there

instead. 

 Consequently, sin inevitably severs our relationship with

God, which in turn brings about many tragedies in our lives.

 We were created to live in loving relationship within the

triune God: to love God, to love ourselves, to love our

neighbors, and to love and care for the world God created.

For this purpose, God created humans in His own image.

 However, the separation from God caused by sin disrupted

all the relationships we were meant to have. We lost the

image of God because of sin, and as a result, we became

unable to truly love ourselves, our neighbors, or the world

God entrusted to us. 

The Reconciliation Work of Christ#3



  But the reconciling work of Jesus Christ restores all of

this. 

 By shedding His blood and dying on the cross, Christ paid

the penalty for our sins and made us righteous, opening the

way for us to be reconciled to God and stand before Him. 

 "God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in

him we might become the righteousness of God." (2 Cor

5:21)

 He bore our sins in His own body and died on the cross.

Through this work of Christ, we have received forgiveness

and can now live before God as His beloved children.

 This is why everyone who believes in Jesus Christ and

abides in Him becomes a new creation. In the biblical sense,

a new creation refers to someone whose relationship with

God has been restored through Christ and who lives

according to God’s image. 

The Reconciliation Work of Christ#4



  "For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace
through his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were
alienated from God and were enemies in your minds
because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled
you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you
holy in his sight..." (Col 1:19–22)
 In this passage, Paul contrasts our condition before and
after believing in Jesus Christ. Before we believed in Christ,
we were far from God. Sin had severed our relationship
with Him. Not only were we distant from God, but with
sinful minds and actions we opposed Him and lived as His
enemies.
 “You see, at just the right time, we were still powerless…
we were still sinners… we were God’s enemies…” (Rom 5:6,
8, 10)
 This was our past. Before believing in Jesus, in both our
thoughts and our actions, we lived as sinners and as
enemies of God. 

Once… But Now#5



 Yet the astonishing truth Scripture also testifies to is this:
even while we were in that state, God still loved us. 
 That love was clearly demonstrated by sending His most
precious Son into the world to die on the cross.
 “You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Rom 5:6).
 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8).
 “While we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him
through the death of his Son…” (Rom 5:10).
 These verses clearly reveal the unconditional nature of
God’s love for us. God didn’t love us to the point of giving
His one and only Son because we were worthy. We were
ungodly sinners and enemies of God. And yet, God poured
out His unconditional love upon unworthy sinners like us. 

Once… But Now#6



 “But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy in his sight...” (Col 1:22)
 This verse begins with the words, “But now.” It announces
the decisive and life-changing work that Jesus
accomplishes for us through His sacrifice. It signifies that
an astonishing transformation has taken place. 
 “Once” we were alienated from God because of evil
behavior. In our minds, we were enemies of God. 
 But now, all of that belongs to the past. We have made a
complete break from our former condition and now stand
before God as entirely new creations. 
 We were once far from God, but now we have been
reconciled to Him. We once lived in evil behavior as
enemies of God, but now we are presented before God as
His holy children.
 And the decisive turning point that separates our “once”
from our “now” is the cross of Jesus Christ. Through the
death of His physical body, Jesus Christ opened the way for
us to be reconciled to God and to live holy lives before Him. 

Once… But Now#7



 Throughout Scripture, we find many passages that contrast
our condition before and after believing in Jesus.
 In Romans 3, Paul declares that all people are under sin.
 “What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage?
Not at all! For we have already made the charge that Jews
and Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is
written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even one; there is
no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God.
All have turned away, they have together become
worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one’”
(Rom 3:9–12).
 This was our “once.” We were under sin, we didn’t seek
God, and we were worthless. But after describing our
former condition, Paul continues:
 “But now… the righteousness of God has been made
known… for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, and all are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus” (Rom 3:21, 23–24).

Once… But Now#8



  Paul also wrote in Romans 6, “When you were slaves to
sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What
benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are
now ashamed of? Those things result in death!” (Rom
6:20–21).
 Before believing in Jesus, we rejected God’s lordship and
lived as masters of our own lives. Yet in reality, that life was
slavery to sin and Satan, and its end was death. 
 But after describing that former life, Paul continues, “But
now that you have been set free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and
the result is eternal life” (Rom 6:22).
 Once we were slaves to sin, but now we have been freed
from it. We have been reconciled to God and now live under
His lordship. We have turned from a fruitless life to a life
that bears holy fruit, and its end is eternal life.

Once… But Now#8



 We also find this contrast in Ephesians. 
 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air… All of
us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath” (Eph
2:1–3).
 This was our former condition. We were dead in sin,
enslaved to Satan, following the patterns of this world and
the desires of the flesh, living as objects of God’s wrath. 
 But God, in His great love, made us alive with Christ and
saved us by grace. 
 “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have
been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is
our peace… and in one body to reconcile both of them to
God through the cross, by which he put to death their
hostility” (Eph 2:13–16).
 Through the cross, Christ destroyed all hostility and
reconciled us to God. That is who we are now.

Once… But Now#9



 Furthermore, Paul says in the same letter,
 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord” (Eph 5:8)
 And the apostle Peter also wrote,
 “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people
of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy” (1 Pet 2:10)
 All of these passages testify to the dramatic reversal that
Jesus has brought into our lives. We were once slaves to sin,
far from God, living in darkness and death under the
dominion of Satan. But now, in Christ, we have been freed
from sin, become children of God, drawn near to Him, and
made children of light.
 This is the greatest and most significant spiritual
transformation that has occurred in the lives of all who
have received forgiveness of sins by faith in Jesus Christ.

Once… But Now#10



 Such a great transformation necessarily brings about

certain changes in our lives. 

 How can those who are separated from God live the same

way as those who have been reconciled to Him? How can

enemies of God live the same way as His children? How can

those who oppose God live the same way as those who

acknowledge Him as Lord? 

  The life of a slave to sin is entirely different from the life

of a slave to righteousness. The life of a servant of Satan is

different from the life of a servant of God. Just as darkness

and light are completely distinct, those who live in the light

of Jesus Christ must live distinct and holy lives.

 Therefore, our faith in Jesus Christ—this evidence of the

great spiritual reversal He has accomplished—must be

clearly seen and testified to in our lives. 

Once… But Now#11



Memory Verses
 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has

come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from

God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ...” (2 Cor

5:17-18) (2)

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in

your minds because of your evil behavior. But now he has

reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to

present you holy in his sight..." (Col 1:19–22) (2)

  “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have

been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is

our peace… and in one body to reconcile both of them to

God through the cross, by which he put to death their

hostility” (Eph 2:13–16) (3)

 “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the

Lord” (Eph 5:8) (1)

 “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people

of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you

have received mercy” (1 Pet 2:10) (1)



Reflection Questions

1. What do you think it means to be a new creation in

Christ? Why is believing in Jesus essential to becoming a

new creation? What has Jesus done to make you a new

creation?

2. The Bible distinguishes between the state of a person

before and after believing in Jesus. Describe each state in

your own words. How are the two states different? What

has Jesus done to bring about this change? Have you

experienced this transformation? If so, what changes have

you noticed in your life? 

3. Through Jesus Christ, God has reconciled you to Himself

and made you a new creation. As a new creation, what

resolutions or commitments would you like to make this

year to live faithfully before God?


