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#1 The Evidence of Love for God

The True Standard of Love

e The World: Defines love as something abstract and
emotional.

 The Bible: Defines love as something deeply practical
and concrete. It goes beyond what emotions we feel and
focuses on how love shows up in our actual lives.

e The Clear Standard (John 14:15):

o "If you love me, keep my commands."

o Jesus explains that there is an inseparable
relationship between loving the Lord and keeping
His commands. Biblical love can never be separated
from obedience.

e Why Loving God Matters: it aligns us in a right
relationship with God, makes us like Him, and enables
us to live the life He desires for us.

e False Evaluation Standards: Confessing with our mouths
or merely feeling like we love God does not mean we
actually love Him. Personal feelings or oral confessions
must never be the standard.



#2 The Problem: The Gap in Modern Christianity

e The Faith-Life Disconnect: Many people come to
church every Sunday and confess love for God, yet it is
difficult to find Christians who practice God's love daily
and strive to live righteously and holily.

o Self-Deception: Many self-proclaimed Christians
deceive themselves with false standards.

e God’s True Desire: God did not send His Son to bleed
and die on the cross just for us to live a religious life of
coming to church once a week.

e God wants our all (all our heart, soul, and strength). He
wants Himself to be the center and priority in every
area of our lives. Jesus died to make this life possible.

e The Cultural Christian vs. The True Christian: We must
cast away worldly, distorted concepts of love and use
the Bible as our benchmark. This is essential to avoid
being nominal "Sunday Christians” who merely shuttle
back and forth to church once a week.



#3 Loving God: Having the Commands (John 14:21)

« The Two Stages of Love: “Whoever has my commands
and keeps them is the one who loves me..."

e Jesus connects "having" the commands and "keeping"
them.

e Knowledge Precedes Obedience: Many Christians
overlook the importance of "knowing." But obedience
fundamentally presupposes knowledge.

« Why Christians Fail to Obey: It is often not because
they lack the desire, but simply because they do not
know the content of what they need to obey.

e The Deep Meaning of "Having" (Echo / éxw):

e It does not mean simply carrying a Bible around or
reciting intellectual knowledge.

e Greek Definition: Echo means "to possess by binding
firmly deep within the heart” or "to internalize."

e It means treating the Word not as mere information, but
as the only truth to believe, treasure, and hold as our
core life value.



#4 The Biblical Models of Keeping the Word Close

1. The Shema Mandate (Deuteronomy 6:4-9)

e The Core Command: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

o We love Him because He is the only God who
created us and the Savior who rescued us from sin
and death.

e The Practical Action Steps:

o The commandments must be on our hearts.

o Impress them on children and talk about them at
every moment (sitting at home, walking along the
road, lying down, getting up).

o Tie them as symbols on hands (actions) and bind
them on foreheads (thoughts).

o Write them on the doorframes of houses and on
gates.

o Purpose: To fill every space we live in with the
Word of God so that it is always within our sight.




#5 The Biblical Models of Keeping the Word Close

2. The Tassels on Garments (Numbers 15:37-40)
« The Command: Make tassels on the corners of garments
with a blue cord on each tassel.
 The Purpose of the Tassels:

o Since we wear clothes every single day, putting a
symbol on our clothes ensures we remember the
Word every single day.

o Looking at the tassels protects us from self-
indulgence, keeps us from chasing after the sinful
desires of our own hearts and eyes, and prevents us
from falling into wvain practices. It keeps us
consecrated to God.



#6 Conclusion & Radical Call to Action

 Hearing a Sermon Once a Week is Not Enough

e Mobilize Every Means: God wants us to arm ourselves
with His Word in every moment of daily life—
metaphorically hanging it on our clothes, hands,
foreheads, and doors.

e Why God Gave Us the Word:

e To let us know who He is and what He has done for us.

 To help us discern what is truly good, right, just, and
fair.

e To let us know how much He loves us and how precious
we are in His sight.

e The Ultimate Litmus Test: Anyone who claims to love
God without loving His Word is a liar deceiving
themselves. Every great historical figure used by God
deeply loved and valued His Word without exception.

« The Starting Point for New Creations: Read, meditate
on, study, and memorize the Word to engrave it deep
within the heart.



Reflection Questions

1. How does the love spoken of by the world differ from the
love spoken of in the Bible? Do you love God? What is the
baseline or evidence for your claim that you love Him?

2. Jesus stated that loving God means keeping His
commands. Based on this benchmark, how are you
practically loving God now in your life?

3. Jesus explained that before we can obey God's word, we
must first have it. What does it mean?

Do you have dedicated time to deeply read, meditate on,
and engrave God's word upon your heart?

To be continued on the next page



Reflection Questions

4, What did God command the people of Israel to do in
order to remind them of His word every day? What could
be your own spiritual "reminder” to constantly bring God's
word to your mind throughout your everyday life?

5. Is there a specific time in your daily life set apart
exclusively for God—to know Him and to spend time with
Him? If so, when is it, how long does it last, and what do
you primarily do during that time?

As a new creation, what is one concrete action you will take
this week to fill yourself with God's word and live a life of
true obedience?



Memory Verses

“Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one
who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my
Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
(Jn 14:21) (1)

"You will have these tassels to look at and so you will
remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may obey
them and not prostitute yourselves by chasing after the
desires of your own hearts and eyes. Then you will
remember and obey all my commands and will be
consecrated to your God." (Nm 15:39-40) (3)
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