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The New Creation
(16)

% Deuteronomy 6:4-5 &




#1 The Shema Text

Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 to define the most
important commandment. Moses spoke this core text to the
people of Israel:

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength." (Dt 6:4-5)

This passage is a core text of Deuteronomy called the
"Shema" text.

“Shema” means "Hear" in Hebrew. In this passage, Moses
introduces God as the LORD, which is Yahweh in Hebrew.
This name explains why we must love God and why God
alone must be the ultimate object of our love.



#2 The Name of God: “I Am” “YHWH”

A. The Burning Bush (Exodus 3)

e The first time this name appears is in Exodus chapter 3.

 One day, Moses went to a mountain called Horeb to
tend his flock, and there he witnessed an amazing sight.
Though a bush was on fire, it did not burn up. .

e Then God appeared to him from within the bush and
called his name. And He said to him:

 "Now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I
have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.
So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people the Israelites out of Egypt." (Ex 3:9-10)

e God heard the cry of the Israelites who were suffering
as slaves in Egypt, and He called Moses to rescue them.

e Then Moses asked God back: "Suppose I go to the
[sraelites and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has

sent me to you, and they ask me, 'What is his name?’
Then what shall I tell them?" (Ex 3:13)



#3 The Name of God: “I Am” “YHWH”

B. The Meaning of “I Am” (Self-Existence)

» Moses asks for God's name. And God reveals His name
Himself. Verse 14 says,

« ' AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the
[sraelites: ' AM has sent me to you."" (Ex 3:14)

e This "I Am" is a name that represents who God is in the
most concise and profound way. This name shows that
God is a self-existing Being.

e Everything that exists in this world has a cause that
brought it into existence.

o If matter, space, and time came into being due to the
Big Bang, whatever caused that Big Bang must transcend
matter, space, and time. Because it already existed
before they came into being, it must transcend them.

e That is exactly what God meant when He revealed His
name to Moses as 'I Am." God is a self-existing Being.
He is the One who exists transcending matter, time, and
space. He is the only uncaused being that causes
everything.



#4 The Name of God: “I Am” “YHWH”
C. From “I Am” to “Yahweh”

That is God’s name revealed by God in the Bible. “I Am”.
However, it is awkward for us to state God's name as "I
Am". This is because it is a term God can use when
referring to Himself.

In order for us to use this name, it would be correct to
use the third person “He is” rather than the first person
"I Am”. That is what "Yahweh” (YHWH) means.

“God also said to Moses, 'Say to the Israelites, "The
LORD, the God of your fathers... has sent me to you."
This is my name forever, the name you shall call me
from generation to generation.” (Ex 3:15)

God gives another name that has the same meaning as 'I
Am' but in a different form. In English, it is written as
the LORD, which is another expression of YHWH.
Therefore, when we call God "Yahweh," what we confess
is that He is the only God in universe, the One who is
the cause of everything in the world, and therefore the
only Holy One.



#5 Why God Emphasizes His Uniqueness

« When Moses introduced God to the people of Israel, he
introduced Him with this name.

e That only God chose the people of Israel and delivered
them from the oppression of Egypt. God defeated all the
false gods of Egypt and showed the people of Israel that
He is the only true God.

« Why did God want the people of Israel to know that He
is the self-existing, unique being? It is because it makes
them believe, follow, and love Him only.

e If we truly confess that God is the only One who
created us, who makes us exist in this world, and the
only Being who cares for, guides, and saves us, that
confession will awaken love toward God within us.

« That love will make us follow God only, without
following other idols or false gods. We will come to rely
on God alone, without fearing anything else.



#6 How to Respond: Loving God in Three Ways

 Moses goes on to state how the people of Israel should
respond to that only God, the God who saved them.

e "Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength." (Dt 6:5)

 This very text is the passage Jesus quoted when He
answered the question of the expert in the law asking
what the greatest law was.

e Here, Moses describes how the people of Israel's love
for God should look in three ways:

1) Loving with all the heart
2) Loving with all the soul
3) Loving God with all the strength




#7 Love the LORD with All Your Heart

Here, the Hebrew word corresponding to "heart" is "lebab."
In the Bible, this heart is used in connection with three
functions: thought, emotion, and will.

1) Thinking Heart (Intellect)

« We think, reason, and understand about any given
situation and information, and possess certain
knowledge and beliefs accordingly.

« And we interpret and respond differently to the same
situation according to the knowledge and beliefs we
have. And the place where this happens is our heart.

 Therefore, what is contained in the vessel of our heart
1S very important.

e When our hearts are filled with the knowledge of
knowing God and His word and His Son Jesus Christ, we
interpret and respond to the things happening in this
world according to God's will based on that knowledge,
faith, and belief we have in Him.



#8 Love the LORD with All Your Heart

2) Feeling Heart (Emotion)

e The Bible describes humans as beings who feel
emotions, attribute value to something, and long for it.
 We assign value to specific things, feel desires for what

we consider valuable, and react emotionally to them.

e "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also." (Mt 6:21) This verse means that our emotions
react differently depending on what we value.

e When we love God more than the treasures of this
world—in other words, when we value our relationship
with God as more valuable than anything else or anyone
else—we will feel joy in using the things we have
according to God's will .

o Application: Therefore, in order to love God
wholeheartedly, we must examine what we truly value
and what desires we have. When we delight in God
rather than the world and have our greatest longing to
be with Him, we are able to walk with Him every day.



#9 Love the LORD with All Your Heart

3) Choosing Heart (Will)

 The third function of the heart is related to our will.
Our lives are a continuous series of choices.

 These countless large and small decisions reflect what
we are committed to. We intentionally choose what we
are more committed to. And that choice shapes the
appearance of our lives.

« Therefore, what kind of intention we have and what we
choose occupy a very important part of our lives. We
become the very being we choose to be.

e That is one of the reasons why we must continuously
examine our hearts and keep them healthy. When we
are fully devoted to God and His will rather than the
things of this world, we can live choosing what is right
and good in His sight.



#10 Love the LORD with All Your Heart

A. The Purpose of the Heart

e God created us in His image and gave us a heart so that
we could think, feel, and decide using that heart.

* And the reason God gave us such a heart was to make us
live a life of truly loving and worshipping God.

« When we use our hearts in a way that reflects God's
character, when we think, feel, choose, and act in
accordance with His will, God receives glory through
our lives.

e Intellect: When we read God's word, think about it,
understand it, and believe it using the intellect God has
given us, God is worshipped.

« Emotion: When we use our emotions to value what God
values, to rejoice in what He rejoices in, and to grieve
over what He grieves over, God is revealed and glorified
in our lives.

« Will: When we use the free will God has given us to
commit to God's will and make all our choices based on
His will, God is worshipped through those choices.



Reflection Questions

1. What is the name of God that He has revealed in the
Scriptures? What is its meaning, and what attribute of God
does it reveal? What does that name say about the
uniqueness of God?

Do you believe that God is the only God who made the
existence of everything in this world possible? Do you
believe that God created you and saved you? If you believe
that, what do you think is the right response toward that
God?

2. The first way to love God is to love Him with all your
heart. What does this mean? What are the three main
functions of the heart mentioned in the Bible? Where do
those functions come from, and why do you think God gave
them to us?

Keeping these three functions in mind, what do you think it
means to love God with all your heart? How are you loving
God using these three functions in your heart?

To be continued on the next page



Reflection Questions

3. How will you love God using the 'thinking' function of
your heart? How will you love God using the ‘feeling'
function of your heart? How will you love God using the
willing function of your heart?



Memory Verses

"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength." (Dt 6:4-5) (1)

"I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the
[sraelites: 'T AM has sent me to you." (Ex 3:14) (1)

“'Say to the Israelites, “The LORD [YHWH], the God of your
fathers.... has sent me to you." This is my name forever, the
name you shall call me from generation to generation.” (Ex
3:15) (1)

“Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is
God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no
other." (Dt 4:39) (1)

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will
be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will." (Rom 12:1-2) (2)



Memory Verses

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears
is not made perfect in love." (1Jn 4:18) (1)

"We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love
God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does
not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has

given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also
love their brother and sister.” (1Jn 4:19-21) (3)
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