
The Life of Jesus (92)

The Parable of 

The Talents

Matthew�25:19-39



“The�man�who�had� received� five� talents�went�at�once�and
put� his� money� to� work� and� gained� five� talents� more.� So
also,�the�one�with�two�talents�gained�two�more.”�(Mt�25:16-
17)

The�Parable�of�the�Talents#1
3.�Go�At�Once

The�third�lesson�is�related�to�how�we�should�treat�the�gifts
God�has�given�us.

The� first� two� servants� didn’t� put� off� the� mission� their
master�gave� them.�Rather,� right� after� they�were�given� the
talents,� they� went� ‘at� once’� and� worked� hard� to� make� a
profit�out�of�them.

They� also� did� their� best� to� achieve� the� mission� given� to
them.�And�they�did�it�as�if�it�was�their�job,�not�the�master’s.�

That’s� how� we� should� work� on� our� talents.� Rather� than
putting�off�the�mission�God�has�given�us,�we�should�make
every�effort�to�bear�good�fruits.�And�we�should�go�at�once
and�work�on�our�mission�diligently,�wisely,�and�faithfully.�



“After� a� long� time� the� master� of� those� servants� returned
and�settled�accounts�with�them”�(Mt�25:19)

The�Parable�of�the�Talents#2
4.�The�Settlement�of�Accounts

The�fourth�lesson�we�can�learn�from�the�parable�is�that�the
time�of�settling�accounts�is�coming.�

This� shows� what� will� happen� when� Jesus� returns.� He� will
call� all� Christians� and� settle� accounts� with� them.� We’ll
stand�before�His� judgment�seat�and�show�Him�what�we’ve
done�with�the�gifts�He�has�given�us.��

“We�must�all�appear�before�the�judgment�seat�of�Christ,�so
that� each�of�us�may� receive�what� is�due�us� for� the� things
done�while�in�the�body,�whether�good�or�bad”�(2Co�5:10)

“Their�work�will�be� shown�for�what� it� is,�because� the�Day
will� bring� it� to� light.� It�will� be� revealed�with� fire,� and� the
fire�will�test�the�quality�of�each�person’s�work.�If�what�has
been�built�survives,�the�builder�will�receive�a�reward.�If�it�is
burned�up,�the�builder�will�suffer�loss…”�(1Co�3:13-15)



The�Parable�of�the�Talents#3
4.�The�Settlement�of�Accounts

On�that�day,�Christ�will�call�every�one�of�us�to�stand�before
Him.� We� will� face� our� Lord� and� explain� to� Him� how� we
have� lived�our� lives,� showing�Him�what�we�have�done� for
Him.�And�we’ll�receive�what�will�be�given�to�us�according�to
the�results.�

If�they�are�good,�we’ll�receive�a�reward.�But,�if�they�are�bad
or�there’s�nothing�to�show�Him,�we’ll�suffer�loss.�We’ll�even
be�thrown�into�darkness.�

What�we’ll�receive�from�Christ�on�the�last�day�depends�on
how�faithful�we�are�to�what�He�has�given�us�now.�That’s�the
day� we’re� looking� forward� to� and� fixing� our� eyes� on� as
Christians.� We� should� prepare� for� eternity� while� living
temporary�lives�on�earth.



The�Parable�of�the�Talents#4
5.�Reward�and�Punishment

When�the�master�returned�and�called�the�three�servants�to
settle� accounts,� the� first� two� servants�were� eager� to� show
their�master�what�they�had�accomplished�in�his�absence.�

They�doubled�the�money�their�master�had�entrusted�them.
And��they�were�rewarded�well�for�their�faithful�work.�They
were�given�three�things.

First,�they�received�their�master’s�commendation.

“Well�done,�good�and�faithful�servant.”�

Second,�they�were�given�even�greater�responsibilities�

“You�have�been�faithful�with�a�few�things;�I�will�put�you�in
charge�of�many�things.”�(Mt�25:21)

From� these� words,� we� know� that� the� master’s� interest
wasn’t�really�the�profit�itself.�What�he�was�really�interested
in� and� wanted� to� see� from� his� servants� was� how� faithful
they�were�to�Him.�



The�Parable�of�the�Talents#5
5.�Reward�and�Punishment

This� is�what�we� should� also� be� interested� in.� Rather� than
trying�to�achieve�big�things,�we�should�always�try�to�remain
faithful�to�what�God�has�entrusted�to�us,�no�matter�how�big
or�small�they�may�seem,�and�lift�up�the�results�to�Him.

Third,� the� two� servants� were� invited� to� join� in� their
master’s�great�joy.

“Come�and�share�your�master’s�happiness!’”

Here,� the�master’s� happiness� refers� to� the� everlasting� joy
we’ll�have�in�the�kingdom�of�God.�When�Jesus�comes�back,
there�will� be� a� great�wedding�banquet,� and� those�who�are
permitted� to� enter� the� feast� will� be� filled� with� the
bridegroom’s�joy.

“Let� us� rejoice� and� be� glad� and� give� him� glory!� For� the
wedding�of�the�Lamb�has�come…”�(Rv�19:7)



The�Parable�of�the�Talents#6
5.�Reward�and�Punishment

Unlike� the� other� two� servants,� the� last� servant� came�with
just� one� talent.� He� didn’t� do� anything� with� it� and� thus
didn’t� make� any� profit� out� of� it.� As� a� result,� he� failed� to
prove�his�faithfulness�to�his�master.�

In�the�end,�he�was�given�a�rebuke,�not�a�compliment.�Rather
than� receiving� greater� tasks,� the� one� talent� that� he� had
received� was� taken� from� him.� What’s� worse,� he� was
deprived�of�the�right�to�join�in�his�master’s�joy.

“Throw� that� worthless� servant� outside,� into� the� darkness,
where� there� will� be� weeping� and� gnashing� of� teeth”� (Mt
25:30)

Here,�“outside�into�the�darkness”�means�eternal�separation
from� the� presence� of� God,� which� refers� to� hell.� In� hell,
there’s� no� joy,� but� only� weeping� and� gnashing� of� teeth,
meaning�eternal�sadness�and�punishment.�



The�Parable�of�the�Talents#7
So,� what� Jesus� emphasizes� through� the� parable� of� the
talents�is�that�our�eternal�destiny�will�be�determined�on�the
day�of�Jesus’�return�based�on�how�faithful�we’ve�been�to�the
talents�He�has�given�us�no�matter�what�they�are.�

Those�who’ve�been�faithful�to�their�talents�will�be�praised,
richly�rewarded,�and�allowed�to�enter� the�kingdom�of�God
where�there�is�everlasting�joy.�

But�those�who�ignore�their�talents�and�are�lazy�about�them
will�be�rebuked�and�thrown�into�darkness�where�there�will
be�weeping�and�gnashing�of�teeth�for�all�eternity.�

Then,� if� we� accept� that� this� parable� Jesus� taught� really
reflects�the�spiritual�reality�we�all�will�face,�how�should�we
live�and�prepare�for�the�day�of�His�return?�We�should�live
like�the�two�faithful�servants,�cherishing�what’s�been�given
to� us� as� God’s� gift� and� diligently� working� to� bear� good
fruits.�



Memory�Verses

“The�man�who�had� received� five� talents�went�at�once�and
put�his�money� to�work�and�gained� five� talents�more.”� (Mt
25:16)�(1)

“We�must�all�appear�before�the�judgment�seat�of�Christ,�so
that� each�of�us�may� receive�what� is�due�us� for� the� things
done�while� in� the� body,�whether� good�or� bad”� (2Co� 5:10)
(1)

“His�master� replied,�Well�done,�good�and� faithful� servant!
You�have�been�faithful�with�a�few�things;�I�will�put�you�in
charge� of� many� things.� Come� and� share� your� master’s
happiness!”�(Mt�25:21)�(2)

“Their�work�will�be� shown�for�what� it� is,�because� the�Day
will� bring� it� to� light.� It�will� be� revealed�with� fire,� and� the
fire�will�test�the�quality�of�each�person’s�work”�(1Co�3:13)
(1)

“If�what�has�been�built� survives,� the�builder�will� receive�a
reward.� If� it� is� burned� up,� the� builder� will� suffer� loss…”
(1Co�3:14-15)�(1)



Reflection�Questions
1.�What�do�you�think�are�the�talents�or�gifts�God�has�given
you?�How�can�you�develop�them�and�what�kind�of�fruits�do
you�think�God�expects�you�to�bear�out�of�them?�

2.� What� are� some� differences� between� the� two� faithful
servants� and� the� last� servant?� How� did� they� treat� their
talents�and�what�was�the�result?�Which�kind�of�servant�do
you�think�you’re�more�like?�Why?


