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#1 The Meaning of "Gospel"
Etymology:
e Old English: godspel = god (good) + spel (news or
story)
e Greek: euangelion = eu (good) + angelion
(announcement or news) = Good News.

The Original Context in 1st-Century Rome:

e Christians did not invent the word euangelion; it was a
widely used political and imperial term connected with
the Roman Emperor.

 Heralds proclaimed euangelion in three major
situations:

a.Birth: "Good news! An emperor has been born!"

b.Enthronement: "Good news! A new emperor has
ascended the throne!”

c.Victory: "Good news! Our emperor has won the
victory in battle!"



#2 Three Pillar Truths of the Gospel

1. Promised Beforehand Through the Prophets
e The Old Testament is filled with direct Messianic
prophecies and indirect signs pointing to the Son of
God.
e Both Old and New Testaments point to one Person:
Jesus (Jn 5:39, Lk 24:27).

2. Centered on His Incarnation, Death, Resurrection &
Ascension
e Incarnation: Earthly life as a descendant of David
 Death & Resurrection: Overcoming death to break the
chains of sin and grant us His righteousness.
e Ascension/Exaltation: Appointed as the Son of God in
power, reigning over all creation.
3. Summarized in One Person
« The gospel is not a set of rules, doctrines, or moral
codes—The Gospel IS Jesus Christ our Lord.



#3 Why It Is "THE" Good News

The Power of the Definite Article ("THE"):
e In English, "the" refers to something unique and
supreme (like the sun, the moon, the Earth).

Earthly Good News vs. The Gospel:

e Earthly News: Success, health, promotions, wealth, and
recognition are good, but temporary—they fade away
like morning mist.

 The Gospel: Brings eternal life that we experience both
now and forever.

Core Difference
o Earthly good news deals with our temporary existence
limited to this world; the Gospel deals with our eternal
destiny with God.



#4 The Exclusivity of Salvation in Jesus Christ

Scripture Proofs
» "Jesus answered, 1 am the way and the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me."
(John 14:6)
e "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to mankind by which we must

be saved." (Acts 4:12)

The Distinct Functions of Jesus as "THE" Good News:

a.The Only Way: He is the sole bridge by which we
can approach God the Father and enter into true
intimacy with Him.

b.The Only Truth: He is the absolute truth that
reveals the true way of salvation amidst worldly
confusion.

c.The Only Life: He alone imparts eternal life—a life
that begins now in this world and lasts forever into
eternity.



Reflection Questions

1. What is the Greek word for "gospel,” and what does it
mean? In what contexts was this word primarily used in
Ist-century Roman society? When the early apostles
applied this term to Jesus Christ, what was the significance
of doing so?

2. What are the four core elements of the gospel of Jesus
Christ according to the Apostle Paul? Can you explain why
each of these four elements is good news?

3. What is the difference between the gospel of Jesus Christ
and the many other pieces of "good news" in the world?
What is the good news you long to hear most right now? Is
your focus currently set on the good news of this world, or
on the good news that Jesus gives?

4. What is one practical step you can take this week to truly
understand and experience what the gospel is?



Memory Verses

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6) (1)

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other

name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12) (1)
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